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THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE. 
“This year thou shalt die.” 


Time, in its rapid and un- 
ceasing progress, has brought 
us to the commencement of a 
new year. It becomes us to 
pause and reflect. We may im- 
agine that, in the course of our 


journey, \-2 have reached an 


eminence. We should stop.— 
We should look back upon the 
road we have travelled, and for- 
ward to the country that lies be- 
fore us. We should set up a 
pillar in remembrance of the 
goodness of God, and then, with 
better resolutions and greater 
diligenee, pursue our way. 

We enter on anew year, fall 
of hope and expectation. We 
make our resolutions, and are 
sanguine in the belief that we 
shall fulfil them. We form our 
plans, and calculate with con- 
fidence on their accomplishm« mnt. 
We secure connexions, and ex- 
pect they will be lasting. We 


lay a broad foundation ef pros-_ 


perity and happiness, and, in 
imagination, erect on it a super- 
structure that is firm and dura- 
ble. We figure to ourselves a 
series of joyous events, uninter- 
rupted by pain or misfortune. 
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If the past year has been favor- 
able to us, we say of the present 
year, it will be as the former, 
and much more abundant. If the 
past year has disappointed our 
hopes, we seldom profit by our 
experience, but look forward to 
the future with the same assur- 
anee, and with the expectation 
that it will fully recompense us 
for the evils we have suffered. 

This disposition to anticipate 
what is pleasant to us, is a part 
of our nature, and must not be 
condemned. It was implanted 
by our Creator for wise and 
good purposes. It increases our 
present joys, and is a powerful 
support under the evils of life. 
It would be well for us to re- 
member, however, that our ex- 
pectations may be disappointed, 
and that our bright prospects of 
felicity may be darkened by the 
shadow of death. 

‘The history of the past year is 
already written. Its “take has 
been told.”” We know, as far 
as it respects ourselves at least, 
by what events it was divtin- 
xuished, by what joys aud sors 
rows it was chequered. We 
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know how often it fulfilled, and 
how often it violated its prom- 
ises; how often it seailliod, and 
how often it disappointed our 
hopes. We know how much it 
added to, or subtracted from the 
stock of our friendships; how 
much of sweet and of bitter it 
mingled in our cup of life. We 
know how much of it has been 
foulishly wasted or wickedly per- 
verted; how much business has 
been transacted, how much plea- 
sure enjoyed, how much duty ful- 
filled and neglected. 

The events which will make 
up the history of the present 
year, are yet to take place. 
‘hey are known only to the Su- 
preme Disposer. As He pre- 
sents to us the successive pages 
of the book of our fate, we 
ean read, but are unable of 
ourselves to turn over a sin- 
gle leaf. Were we allowed 
to pry into its contents, how 
much, even in the history of the 
present year, should we find 
that would be interesting to us! 
We might find that many new 
and unexpeeted scenes were to 
open before us, and many new 
and interesting objects to en- 
gage our attention. We might 
find that many important chan- 
ges were to take place in- our 
affairs; that we were to be rais- 
ed to wealth, or reduced to pov- 
erty; elevated to power, or sunk 
mto insignifieance; exalted to 
honor, or consigned to infamy. 
We might find that new eounex- 
ions were to be formed, and new 
friendships contracted. new pur- 
suits engaged in, and new em- 
ployments followed. We might 
find that the chief earthly staff 





VOL. 


of our comfort was soon to fail 
us, that some friend was about 
to be put far from us, and our 
companion into darkness. We 
might find—let us think of it 
with seriousness, and may the 
thought suitably impress us—we 
might find, in charaeters which 
we could neither overlook, nor 
mistake. the awful sentence, This 
eur thou shalt die. 

What great, what unspeaka- 
ble importance would this give 
in our estimation to the present 
year! How deep and sincere 
would be our repentance; how 
fervent our prayers; how ardent 
our desires after holiness; how 
unwearied our exertions to obtain 
an interest in Christ; how diligent 
our endeavours to crowd as much 
as possible of duty within the nar- 
row limits of our prebation! 

We cannot read the book of 
our future fate! Its pages are 
in merey concealed from our 
view. ‘That this awfal sentence 
would be found by more than 
one of us, is not only probable, 
but merally certain. The ex- 
perience of the past will convinee 
us of this. 

At the elose of each succes- 
sive year of our past lives, many 
places have been vacant, in the 
circle of our friends, or in our 
worshipping assemblies, which, 
at the commencement of it, were 
filled; and the faces of many who 
had added to our private enjoy- 
ment, or joined in our publie de- 
votions, we shall behold no more 
in this world. 

Many of them commenced the 
year with prospects as flatterin 
as oursnow are. They heard the 
solemu warnings of the short- 
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ness and uncertainty of life. 
They listened to the prediction 
aildressed to them, as it is new 
addressed to us, that before the 
close of the year, some of them 
must die. Like us, they believ- 
ed it of others, but felt secure 
themselves. They fermed their 
plans as we do; they cherished 
expectations as we do; they 
promised to themselves health, 
and long life, and happiness as 
we do. ‘The plans they formed, 
the expectations they cherished, 
the years of enjoyment they 
romised themselves, are at an 
end; and they who formed, and 
cherished, and expected them, 
are as if they had never been. 
‘The years to come will prob 
ably, in this respect, be like 
those which are already past. 
The year on which we have now 
entered will give the same ac- 
count of many of us, as is given 
by the years that are gone by, of 
our departed acquaintances and 
friends. They have been, but 
are not. They may be sought 
for, but eannot be found. ‘The 
eyes of these who have seen 
them, shall see them no more. 
Boast not thyself of tomerrow. 
Thou knowest not what a year, 
thou knowest not what a day niay 
bring forth. We cannot make 
a covenant with death. Riches 
eannot bribe it; power eannot 
control it; flatteries cannot 
sooth it; entreaties cannot sof- 
ten it. When the commission 
is given, it will be fulfilled. 
When the warrant for our ex- 
ecution arrives, it will take ef- 
feet. We sympathise with our 
unhappy fellow creature who is 
condemned to die. We tremble 


when we consider that his time 
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is so short. We are anxious 
that he should impreve to the 
utmost the little space that is 
left to him. We forget that we 
ourselves are under sentence of 
death, and that it may be exe- 
cuted to-morrow, to-day, at any 
moment of our lives. 

If it is recorded of only one 
of us in the book of his destiny, 
this year thou shalt die; who, we 
may ask with awful suspense, is 
that one? God only knows. It 
is in kindness and mercy that he 
has hidden from us the day of 
our death and the future events 
of our lives. ‘The knowledge 
might unfit us for our duty, and 
defeat the ends of our destina- 
tion. Did we know that the day 
of our death was at hand, we 
might give ourselves up to dese 

air. We might be distracted 
by the number cf duties to per> 
form; and aceomplish nothing, 
Did we know that it was remote, 
we might remit our exertions, 
relax our diligence, and delay 
preparation till it was too late 
to prepare. Did we know that 
pleasant scenes awaited us, anda 
series of prosperous and happy 
events, it might lead us to ban- 
ish all serious thought, it might 
make us arrogant and presump- 
tuous. Did we foresee that evils 

reat and multiplied were te 
befal us, that a cup of bitter- 
ness was to be put into eur hands, 
and that we should he compel- 
led to drink it to the very dregs, 
we might be weighed down with 
the evil before the time, be un- 
fitted for the discharge of the 
duties of life, and be rendered 
doubly miserable. hy the fore- 
knowledge of evil, and the actu- 
al suffering. 











Uncertain what shall befal us, 
let us endeavour, through the 
grace of God, to be prepared for 
every event, Let us fortify our 
minds with such principles as 
will enable us to meet, in a be- 
coming manner, the events of the 
present year. Let us live -as if 
this year would be our last. Let 
those who have hitherto slight- 
ed the invitations, and negleeted 
the warnings of the gospel, who 


Dying exercises of Selden. 
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have been forgetful of their ob- 
ligations to God, and careless 
about securing an interest in 
their Saviour, now, whilst there 
is a space for repentance and a- 
mendment, be excited to improve 
it, for the time will soon come, 
it may come this year, when the 
opportunity will exist no longer, 
when the sentence, already past, 
will be exeeuted, T'hou shalt die! 


DYING EXERCISES OF JOHN SELDEN, ESQ. 


Extracted from a late publication for the Christian Disciple. 


“Mr. SELDEN, sensible that 
his end was approaching, sent 
for his friends, Primate Usher, 
and Dr. Langbaine, with whom 
he discoursed concerning his 
state of mind. He observed that 
he had his study full of books 
and papers, of most subjects in 
the worid; yet at that time he 
could not recollect any passage, 
wherein he could rest his soul, 
save out of the holy seriptures: 
wherein the most remarkable 
passage, that lay most upon his 
spirit, was Titus ii. 14, 12, 13, 
44. ‘The import of these verses 
is the assurance of salvation, 
through the redemption of Christ, 
to all ‘who live virtuously; a truth 
which he therefore regarded as 
the essence of the christian rev- 
elation.” 

The remarkable words, on 
which Mr. Selden rested his 
eternal welfare, are these: —For 
the zrace of God, wiich bring- 
eth salvation. hath appeared to 
all men; teaching us, that deny- 


ing ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this 
present world; looking for that 
blessed hope, and the zlorious 
appearing of the great God. and 
our Saviour Seu Christ, who 
gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty. and purify unto himseif a 
peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.”’ 

Perhaps there are not four 
other verses in the New Testa- 
ment, which give at onee a more 
comprehensive and perspicuous 
view of the gospel of the blessed 
God; or which more clearly ex- 
press the object of our Saviour’s 
mission, and what we must do 
to be saved. ‘The words faith 
and repentance are not here used, 
but the substance of what is in- 
tended by them is expressed, 
That faith in Christ, which is 
connected with salvation, dispos- 
es a person to pursue the course 
which the gospel or the “grace 
of God” teacheth. Ep. 
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ESSAY ON SCRIPTURE. 


Ir is an essential part of the 
character of the good man, that 
“his delight is in the law of the 
Lord.” A devout affection for 
the will of God, as it is revealed 
to us in the saered writings, en- 
ters into the nature, and is includ- 
ed in the description of true pie- 
ty. For how can we prove our 


belief in the Deity or our love of 


God to be sincere, unless we pant 
after the knowledge of him, and 
are cordially disposed to receive 
any intimation he is pleased to 
make to us of his mind and will, 
in whatever way it may be com- 
municated to us? He, whose mind 
is impressed with a due sense 
of the greatness and exceilence 
of the wise and gracious Author 
of his being, will naturally be soe- 
licitous to acquire as clear and 
distinet ideas of his divine per- 
fections as he can; and wish like- 
wise to know, how he may render 
himself aeceeptable to him; and 
for these reasons, he will value 
the word of God. It will become 
the subject of his frequent study 
aud meditation. 
The design of this essay is to 
oint out the necessity, the exeel- 
soul and variety of holy serip- 
ture.—Of the necessity, in which 
we stand of such a guide, to en- 
lighten and inform our minds, 
a few considerations may be suthi- 
cient to convince any, who will 
bestow a proper attention on this 
point. 

Do you doubt, whether a divine 
revelation be necessary? Consult 
yourown minds; consider the ex- 
tent of your rational faculties, 
and inquire how far they would 
be able to carry you, if unassisted 


from above in your religious re- 
searches. Even when siretched 
to their utmost extent, you will 
soon find them ineapabie of ear- 
rying you to any great lengtis, 
in pursuits of this nature. and be 
ready to own your imperfection 
and ignorance. 

Consider the case of those who 
do not enjoy the benefit of reve- 
lation; of those countries, where 
the light of nature, or reason, is 
the only guide thev have, to lead 
them to an aequaintance with 
theirduty How low and grovel- 
ling their conceptions! how sen- 
sual and debased their passions! 
What absurd notious of the Dei- 
ty are entertained, and what un- 
natvral customs commonly pre- 
vail among them! On this head 
travellers and voyagers will fur- 
nish you with sufficient informa- 
tion. 

Consider the state of those na- 
tions, which were once esteemed 
the wisest, the most knowing and 
most civilized of mankind. Yet 
what a remarkable degree of ig- 
noranee did these. even the <m 
ished Greeks and Romans, betray, 
with regard to some of the plain- 
est and most essential articles in 
theology! And how very defee- 
tive besides were they in morals! 
How much bewildered were the 
ancient sages! Whata variety 
of metaphy ‘sical systems did they 
form, and where shall we find, if 
we look into their writings, truths 
so interesting and sublime, or pre- 
cepts so rational and commenda- 
ble, delivered in so easy and intel- 
ligible a mode, and accompanied 
withsuch authority as those which 
the sacred oracics conta? Some 
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of the best men in the heathen 
world, we know, were fully sensi- 
ble of their weakness, and the 
disadvantages, under which they 
labored, in matters of religion, 
and honestly confessed their 
wishes of a divine instructer. And 
if this was the case of the wiser 
part, what shall we think of the 
generality? Did they stand in no 
need of revelation? And shall 
not we feel ourselves happy in 
having this advantage ahove 
them, that we enjoy the holy 
scriptures? 

Let us attend then next to 
their excellency and variety. 
‘The eloquence of scripture it is 
less necessary to mention; though 
not inferior, in many parts of the 
sacred volume, with regard to 
style and composition, to any hu- 
man composition. We refer to 
what is of more consequence, to 
its contents, with reference to the 
great Auihor of our being, to our 
duty to him and to one another, to 
our present and final happiness. 

No topics can be conceived of 
superior dignity and importance 
to those, of which the sacred wri- 
tings treat. Such, for instance, 
as the nature and attributes of 
God, his universal providence 
and government, the origin and 
end of man, his obligations to the 
Deity, with our hopes and expec- 
tations from his merey. Can any 
topics be named, that concern us 
more nearly, than these? What 
unbiassed reason may be imagin- 
ed to suggest, relating to either of 
them, is confirmed and ijlustrat- 
ed in the pages of inspiration; 
anid new truths are added, to the 
diseovery of which unenlighten- 
ed reason alone would never have 
been equal, 
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What ean be more worthy of 
our reception, then the doctrines 
of scripture in general, or what 
more conducive to our welfare, 
than its salutary rules and max- 
ims? Almost every page of it 
abounds with representations of 
the infinite exceilence and per- 
fections of the divine Being. 
Persons, of almost the lowest de- 
gree of intellect, who are conver- 
sant with the bible, can searcely 
avoid entertaining the most exalt- 
ed conceptions of him in their 
minds. Revelation informs us, 
that there is one self-existent Be- 
ing, the former of all things; the 
King eternal, immortal, invisi- 
ble, the only-wise God, the blessed 
and only Potentate, who dweli- 
éth in the light, which no man 
ean approach unto; the Father 
of lights, from whom every good 
and perfect gift cometh down, 
and with whom there is no varia- 
bleness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing. It teaches us the boundless 
extent of his power, that he fil- 
leth heaven and earth with his 
presence, that he supports the or- 
der, harmony, and beauty of the 
whole system of the universe, 
and that his agency is not only 
visible in the material, but also 
concerned in the events, that take 
place, in the moral world—con- 
tinually overruling the thoughts, 
designs, and purposes of intelli- 
gent and moral agents, so as to 
make them as faras possible cor- 
respondent with the seneral plan 
of his providence, the great end 
of which is the advancement of 
his glory in the highest happiness 
of his ereatures. It teaches us, 
to look upon the moral character 
of the Deity as absolutely unblem- 
ished, to consider him as a being 








of perfect rectitude; one, who is 
every way worthy of our esteem 
and admiration, of our homage, 
reverence, trust, and confidence; 
as not far from any one of us, 
since it is in him we live, and 
move; to whom, in short, all oth- 
er beings are indebted for the 
privileges of life, action, and en- 
joyment. It teaches us, that he 
is good to all, that his tender 
mereies are over all his works, 
that his bounty is inexhaustible, 
and his merey endureth forever. 
Such things as these are we 
taught in scripture, relative to 
the Supreme Being; and can we 
but esteem it on this aceount, as 
in the highest degree valuable? 
‘To the scriptures too we owe 
the only certain aecounts we 
have, of the origin of the human 
species, and its history in the 
éarlier ages of the world. We 
are there told, that when every 
thing was made and settled, ac- 
cording to the constitution of na- 
ture, even as we now behold it, 
wisely and beneficially framed; 
having formed a variety of other 
species of living creatares, in- 
ferior to him in rank and eapac- 
ity, “God said, let us make man,” 
—that he created him male and 
female—that our whole race pro- 
ceeded from one single pair, 
who were the immediate offspring 
of heaven, and made in the im- 
age of God--that the progeni- 
tors of our species were placed 
at first by their benevolent Cre- 
ator in a situation, which is de- 
seribed as not only pleasant and 
desirable in itself, but also as 
one, that was extremely favora- 
ble to their innocence and virtue 
—that they remained is this hap- 





30. 4, Essay on scripture. 7 


py spot, so long as they were 
contented to obey the commands 
of their Maker; but, unhappily 
for them, and for their posterity, 
their virtue did not long stand 
the test appointed for it; they 
were overcome by the foree of 
temptation, and in consequence 
of it, were doomed to suffer the 
p= annexed to their diso- 
edience, becoming subject te 
death, together with all those 
other evils, of which sin, thus 
introduced into the world, has 
proved the fatal source. Ex- 
perience fuily confirms, what 
scripture positively declares, the 
degenerate state of mankind. 
‘That “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God,” is a 
truth, of which we have many 
inelaneholy proofs. Not only 
our first parents, but their de- 
seendants too, have thus gener- 
ally iy arts themselves to the 
divine displeasure. In the word 
of God however, for our encour- 
agement and comfort, we are in- 
formed, that although we have 
al! more or less apostatized from 
the path of our daty, and conse- 
quently forfeited the favor of 
God; the less of whieh would 
endanger our best interests, 
“God hath so loved the world, as 
io give his only begotten Sun, 
that whosoever believeth in him, 
might not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life;”—-that on the con- 
ditions of repentance toward God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we mey be “justified free- 
ly by the grace of God,” not- 
withstanding all our guiit and 
unworthiness; and that being 
thus “reeoneiled to God, bv the 
death of his. Son,” we shail be 
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saved from wrath through him, 
and may extend our hopes to fu- 
turity. 

Ii is the peculiar glory and 
excellence of the sacred writin: BS, 
what distinguishes them from 
all others, and makes them more 
highly interesting, that in these 
the scheme of Christianity is con- 
tained. In the books of the Old 
Testament, the promise, grant- 
ed to the woman, so early after 
the fall, of a conquest over her 
enemy and deceiver; the predie- 
tion, afterwards made to Abra- 
ham, of blessings to be derived 
frum his progeny to the rest of 
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mankind; the various prophe- 
cies, that were uttered from time 
to time, relative to a Messiah, 
were preserved and handed down 
to succeeding ages. But in those 
of the New, the mystery of re- 
demption is more elearly unfold- 
ed; the purposes of divine wis- 
dom and merey in the salvation 
of a failen world are more open- 
ly and explicitly declared, and 
the process of man’s recovery 
pointed out. In these more es- 
pecially are “shewn the exceed- 
ing riches of God’s grace in his 
kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus.” 


(Lo be continued. ) 


 —— 


IMPRESSIVE 


“Will animosity or reproaches have 
a better effect than argument and fair 
reasoning? If we think cur neighbour 
has erred and strayed from the paths 
of truth, must we fall out with and 
abuse him, in order to bring him back 
into the ght way?) W.!! our treating 
him angrily or scornfully make him 
more attentive to instruction, or more 
open to conviction? Will he not rather 
be a pt to conclude, that our pas- 
sions ‘and dispositians are more fiulty 
than his faith, or more irregular than 
his j judgment? 

‘An intemperate fondness for our 
notions, sanctified by specious names, 
has laid waste our charity, and often 
made us violate the first principles of 
humanity and common justice. 

‘A considerable part of the best and 
worthiest of mankind have fallen vic- 
tims to this barbarous principle. The 
chief blessings of society it has cor- 
rupted and poisoned; it has robbed 
men of their mutual affection, benevoe 
lence, and esteem; infused jealousics, 
kindled contentions, and spread vari- 
ances far and wide; it has divided 
friends, families, and kindreds; crum- 
bled communities into parties and fac- 
tions; burst asunder the strongest ob- 
ligations, both natural, civil, «nd reli- 
gious.” F. Balguy. 


EXTRACTS. 

“Be these our rules in teaching, and 
be these our instructions to our hear- 
ers. Let us be clothed with the same 
moderation, and with the same humit- 
ity; and, as far as possible, prevail 
with our people to make themseives 
judge, from their own diligent study 
of the scriptures, what true christiani- 
ty ise” Archdeacon Blackburn, 


“True fervor of spirit proceedeth 
from above; itis a beam fromthe Fa- 
ther of Lights, pure and benign, which 
at once enlightens and warms the 
mind; itis arey from the Sun of righ- 
teousness, bright even at the begin- 
ning, and which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day; it is atem- 
per, wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit, compounded of love to God and 
zeal for his honor, attended with char- 
itv to men.” F. Logan. 


“To judge other men’s consciences is 
of so near affinity to governing them, 
that they that can allow themselves to 
do the former, want only power, not 
will or inclination, to offer at the other 
too, which puts the matter out of 
doubt, that when men of this temper 
complain of usurpation, it is not that 
they think it an offence in itsedf, but 
and that no con- 


against them only; 














no. t. Important question answered. 9 


sciences ought to be free but their own. 

**We shall carry truth and the knowl- 
edge of God to heaven with us. We 
shall carry purity thither, devotedness 
of our soul to God and our Redeemer; 
diviue love and joy, if we have their 
beginnings here, with whatsoever else 
of real, permanent exceilency, that 
hath a settled, fixed seat and place in 
our souls now, and shall there have 
them in perfection. But do we think 
we shall carry strife toheaven? Shall 


we carry anger to heaven? Enoyings, 
heart-burnings, animosities, enmities, 
hatred of our brethren and fellow chris- 
tians, shall we carry these to heaven 
with us? Let us labor to divest our- 
selves, and strike off from our spirits, 

every thing that shall not go with us 
to heaven, or is equally unsuitable for 
our end and way, that there may be 
nothing to obstruct or hinder our abun- 
dant entrance, at Length, into the ever- 
lasting kingdom.” F. Howe. 


a 


AN IMPORTANT QUESTION ANSWERED BY THE SAVIOUR OF THE 
WORLD. 


Div Jesus Christ perform 
miracles and give ecommand- 
ments in his own name, and by 
underived power and authority? 

My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish 
his work. John iv. 34. 

Verily, verily, [say unto you, 
the Son can do nothing of him- 
self, but what he seeth the Fa- 
ther do.—For the Father loveth 
the Son, and showeth him all 
things that himself doeth; and 
he will show him greater things 
than these, that ye may marvel 
—For as the Father hath life 
in himself, so hath he given to 
the Son to have life in himself. 
I ean of mine own self do noth- 
ing; as I hear I judge, and my 
judgment is just, because I seek 
not mine own will, but the will 
of the Father which hath sent 
me. But I have greater wit- 
ness than that of John; for the 
works which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the same 


works that I do, bear witness of 


me, that the Father hath sent 
me. Iam come in my Father’s 
name, and ye receive me not: 
If another shall come in his own 
name, him ye will receive.” 
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John 5, 19, 20, 26, $0, 36, 43. 

As the living Father hath 
sent me, and 1 live by the Fa- 
ther, so he that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me. John 
vi. 57. 

My doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me. If any man 
will do his will, he shall know 
of the dvetrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of 
myself. John vii. 16, 47. 

He that sent me is true; and 
I speak to the world these things 
which 1 have heard of him. 
When ye have lifted up the Son 
of man, then shall ye Sam that 
Iam he, and that I do nothing 
of myself; butas my Father hath 
taught me, 1 speak these things. 
if 1 honor myself, my honor is 
nothing; it is my Father that 
honoreth me, of whom ye say 
that he is your God. John viii. 
26, 28, 54. 

The works thatI do in my 
Father’s name, they bear wit- 
ness of me. [If I do not the 
works of my Father, believe me 
not. But if I do, though ye be- 
lieve not me, believe the works; 
that ye may know aud believe 
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that the Father is in me and I 
inhim. John x. 25—37, 38. 

And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee, 
that thou hast heard me, and I 
know that thou hearest me al- 
way; but because of the people 
which stand by, I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast 
sent me. And when he had 
thus spoken, he cried with a 
houd voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
John xi. 41—43. 

For IL have not spoken of my- 
self, but the Father which sent 
me, he gave me a commandment 
what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that 
his commandment is life ever- 
lasting: whatsoever I speak, 
therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak. John 
Xii. 49, 50. 

The words that I speak un- 
to you, I speak not of myself: 
but the Father that dwelleth in 
me, he doeth the works. Be- 
lieve me, that [ am in the Father 
and the Father in me, or else 
believe me for the very work’s 
sake. As the Father gave me 
commandment even sol do. John 
Xvi. 10, 11-—31. 

If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love, even 
as I have kept my Father's com- 
mandments and abide in his love. 
John xv. 10. 

These words spake Jesus, and 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, Father, the hour is eome, 
glorify thy son, that thy son al- 
so may glorify thee. As thou 
hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eter- 
nal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. And this is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee, 
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the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent, I 
have finished the work which 
thou gavest me todo. I have 

manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out 
of the world. ‘Thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me; and 
they have kept thy word. Now 
they have known that all things, 
whatsoever thou hast given me, 
are of thee. For 1 have given 
unto them the words which thou 
gavest me; and they have re- 
eeived them, and have known 
surely that I came out from thee, 
and they have believed that thou 
didst send me. John xvii. 1—s. 





As the question stated at the 
head of this article i8 one of 
great importance in theology, 
and one which has been answer- 
ed very differently by different 
writers, we think it must be 
gratifying to our readers to have 
an answer in the words of our 
Saviour himself, rather than in 
our own language. His words 
are so plain and unequivocal as 
to preelude the necessity of any 
comment. If, after reading his 
answer, any one shall be dispos- 
ed to assert, that Jesus wrought 
miracles and gave eommand- 
ments in his own name, or by un- 
derived power and authority, it 
may be well for this person to 
consider, whether he does not 
attempt the support of our Sav- 
iour’s independence, at the ex- 
pense of his veracity. Ifsuch re- 
peated, unqualified assertions, 
made by Christ himself, to the 
Jews, his enemies, to his ‘neloved 
apostles, and in solemn prayer 
to God his Father, may be ex- 
plained tomeansomething which 
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is not so much as intimated in 
them, and so as to be consistent 
with an idea which they explic- 
itly contradict, we wish to be in- 
formed on what ground his 
character is to be vindicated, as 
a ‘faithful and true witness;”’ 
and what he ever did say, which 
may not be so explained as to be 
consistent with a doctrine the 
very reverse of what he aflirm- 
ed? 

It has been said, that “pre- 
judice and the love of system, 
may occasion us not merely to 
think but to read perversely.” 
Perhaps this observation has 
never been verified in a more 
striking manner, than by those 
who find in the testimony of Je- 
sus, satisfactory evidence, that 
he was an independent being or 
person. ‘To a refleeting mind 
it must be evident, that additions 
must be made to every one of the 
texts which have been quoted, 
and to many others spoken by 
Christ, to save them from clear- 
ly contradicting the ideaof his in- 
dependenee, and of his perform- 
ing miracles or giving command- 
ments in his own name. We 
have no disposition to place on 
a level with the unbelieving 
Jews, those christians who thus 
add to the testimony of Jesus; 


but it may be proper for them 
to consider, whether there be not 
a similarity in one particular. 
Our Saviour said to the Jews, 
“] am come in MY FATHER’S 
NAME, and ye receive me not: if 
another come in his OWN NAME, 
him ye will receive.” How ma- 
ny, who profess to be christians, 
discover an unwillingness to re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus on any oth- 
er condition, than that he came 
in his own name, as the inde- 
pendent Jehovah; although his 
own testimony is directly against 
the condition on which they pro- 
fess to receive him! 

The words of Christ, last quo- 
ted, were probably designed to 
imply, that if he had come in his 
own name, it would have been a 
proof that he was an impostor, 
and that the unbelieving Jews 
would have been more ready to 
receive an impostor, than they 
were to receive him. Yet the 
very thing which would have 
been sufficieut in his own view, 
to prove him an impostor, is 
now contended for as essential to 
his true character.—“Jf I honor 
myself, my honor is nothing: It is 
my FATHER that honoreth me, of 
whom ye say, that he is your 
GoD.” 


a te 


ATTEMPT TO RELIEVE THE MINDS OF PIOUS CHRISTIANS. 


Ir is an exeellenee in the 
“Christian Disciple,” designed, 
as it is, for popular use, and for 
the promotion of practical pi- 
ety, that it exeludes every thing 
which is merely controver- 
sial. I have some diffidence 
therefore in offering you the 
following thoughts on a sub- 


For the Christian Disciples 


ject, which has often been dis- 
cussed with the bitter spirit of 
controversy by professing chris- 
tiaus. But my design is rather 
to reconcile, than to “irritate, the 
serious inquirer afier truth, by 
the present communication. 

In conversation with some sin- 
cere christians, 1 have noticed, 
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that two considerations furnish- 
el the prineipal objections in 
their minds to the doctrine of the 
divine unity. One consideration 
is, that Christ is represented in 
some passages of scripture as 
possessing divine and infinitely 
glorious attributes, and as de- 
serving religious worship; which, 
it is said, would not be applied to 
him, unless he were really and 
truly God. But let it be ‘recol- 
leeted, that Christ is the Repre- 
sentative and Image, the Mes- 
senger and Ambassador of the 
“Invisible” Deity, to this our 
world. “No man hath seen Ged 
at any time.” He is the immor- 
tal, invisible Spirit. But he has 
sent the Messiah, or Christ, as a 
Messenger, to offer his grace, 
and to give instruetions to man- 
ay and as his Representative, 

r Image, to display the power, 
the wisdom, and goodness of his 
own divine perfections. Christ, 
then, would speak in the name, 
and by the authority of God. 
His miracles, his works also, are 
the works of God. As the De- 
ity works in and by him, and 
hath given him all power, he is 
enabled to display divine ability. 
The sacred writers, therefore, 
speaking of him, might justly de- 


elare, that it was the finger of 


God, or the power of God, oper- 
ating, when he performed works 
beyond the ability of any created 
being. So, in fact, it is often 
represented by the holy evan- 
elists. ‘The Father, who 
dwelleth in me, he does the 
works.” “Jesus of Nazareth, 
aman approved of God by mir- 
acles and wonders. which God 
did by him.” It also appears 
highly fitting and suitable, con- 


sidering Christ. as the Messen- 
ger and Representative of the 
Deity, that we should render 
him religious homage and hon- 
ors, as we seem to be required 
in the gospels. Nor do we, by 
rendering such honor and praise 
to Christ, give God’s glory to 
another. ‘hen are we guilty of 
so great a sin, when we worship 
idole and false gods. But when 
we present our praises and de- 
vout homage to Christ, we hon- 
or him w he comes in God’s 
name, and whom he commands 
us to honor: and ultimately, in- 
deed, we thus give glory to God, 
who constituted him the dispen- 
ser of immortal blessings to man, 
and endued him with divine pow- 
er to accomplish the work and 
maintain the character of our 
Saviour from death and misery. 
“God hath exalted him at his 
right hand, to be a Prince anda 
Saviour.” And “all must ac- 
knowledge him to be Lord and 
Christ, to the glory of God the 
Father.”  Seripture carefully 
examined, with the idea here 
suggested, we think, will serve 
to remove the difficulties which 
some serious christians have felt 
on this subject, and render the 
doctrine comparatively plain 
and intelligible. 

The other — eonsideration, 
which creates an objection in the 
view of some pious people to 
the doctrine of the divine unity, is 
this—that one who is adequate 
to save sinful men must be no 
other than God. It will be 
readily admitted, that no one is 
able to save but God. With 
him only is the grace to pardon, 
and the power to save sinners. 
But we must not undertake to 
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preseribe in what way he shall 
do this. We all acknowledge 
God to be the original source of 
life, power, wisdom, and grace. 
He only is all-suflicient in him- 
self. Yet we know that he dis- 
plays his power, and wisdom, 
and communicates his blessings 
and his grace, mediately and 
by instruments: and that this 
mode of operating by no means 
deprives him of the glory of the 
work performed, or the favor 
bestowed. ‘lhe pious man con- 
siders God as operating, in all 
the enjoyments and privileges of 
life So we think it will appear 
to those, who carefully examine 
the holy seriptures, that our sal- 
vation is primarily from God, 
though he has appointed Jesus 
Christ to be our immediate De- 
liverer, Redeemer, and Saviour.-— 
We call great and good men, 
who are instrumental m seeuring 
to us important privileges and 
benefits; we call such our ben- 
efactors, or deliverers. Vet 
surely, we mean not to rob God 
of the glory of all the good thus 
procured for us. And where we 


read, that “Christ is the Cap- 
tain or Leader of our salvation” 
—that “God hath exalted him to 
be a Prinee and a Saviour’’—that 
“God so loved the world, as to 
send his Son, that those who be- 
lieve in him might have eternal 
life.’ All these and the like 
passages, though they represent 
Christ as our Redeemer, fully 
and clearly imply, that he is so 
by the pleasure and purpose of 
God. ‘Thus when we believe 
and trust in Christ for salvation, 
we do it because God has com- 
manded it; and because he has 
appointed him to be the dispen- 
ser of spiritual and immortal 
blessings. We may say then, 
in the words of the apostle Pe- 
ter, (4 Epist. chap. 1. ver. 24.) 
“who by him do believe in God, 
who raised him from the dead, 
and gave him glory; THAT YouR 
FAITH AND HOPE MIGHT BE IN 
Gop:” or in the words of Paul, 
“UNTO US THERE IS BUT ONE 
GOD, THE FATHERS OF WHOM 
ARE ALL THINGS; AND ONE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL 
THINGS.” Ai Bi 


EER 


Illustrations of passages in the New Testament, which refer to cli- 


mate, places, offices, sentiments, manners, and customs, among the 
Jews, in the time of our Saviour. 


“In reading the New Testa- 
ment, we must always remember, 
that it was first preached by 
Jews, and in Judea.” Beaus. 
and L’Enf. Introd. 

25. 

Luke iii. 17. ‘Whose Fan is 
in his hand, and he will thor- 
oughly purge his floor, and will 
gather the wheat into his gar- 
ner; but the chaff he will burn 
with fire unquenchable.”’ 


CampseELL more literally 
translates. “his winnowing shov- 
el is in his hand.” ‘The aneient 
eastern mode of threshing and of 
winnowing, were very different 
from those which are in use with 
our farmers. ‘There is an en- 
sraving between pases 82 and 
83 of Taylor’s Fragments, or 
appendix to Calmet’s Dictionary, 
which conveys very clear con- 
ceptions of both operations. But 
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all which is necessary for the il- 
jnstration of this text, is perhaps 
expressed with sufficient fulness 
in the extract which follows. 

**] several times saw how corn 
was threshed in Egypt. Every 
peasant chose for himself, in the 
open field, a smooth plat of 
ground, from eighty toa hundred 
paces in circumference. Hither 
was brought, on camels or asses, 
the corn in sheaves, of which 
was formed a ring of six or eight 
feet wide, and of two feet high. 
‘'wo oxen drew a sledge over the 
eirele of sheaves; and to the 
sledge was attached a ehair, in 
which a man sat to guide the cat- 
tle, and to keep them in motion. 
When the corn was thus separ- 
ated from the ear, they threw 
the grains into the air, with a 
shovel, to cleanse them.” Nei- 
buhr’s Trav. v.i. p. 89. 

In the engraving to which we 
have referred, a peasant is seen 
within the circle which is formed 
by the sheaves of grain, with a 
fork, or rake, throwing that por- 
tion of the straw which had not 
passed under the sledge, into the 
way in whieh the eattle would 
pass over it, in their next pas- 
sage round the threshing floor; 
and just without the cirele is an- 
other peasant, with @ small shov- 
el, which has a long handle, en- 
gaged in winnowing a quantity 
of the corn which is already 
threshed, by throwing it up a- 
gainst the wind, whieh blows a- 
way the chaff, but leaves the 
grains of corn, whose weight 
brings them to the ground. 

= he instrument which has 
Jong been in use among us in 
winnowing grain, Is ealled a fan; 
and the same general ideas are 
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suggested to our minds, in sup- 
posing this to have been the in- 
strument to which John alluded, 
as by more correct conceptions 
of it. Yet it cannot, | think, be 
wholly uninteresting to any one, 
to know that he has in his mind 
precisely the same images, which 
were in the minds of a Jewish 
audience, when hearing the ex- 
pressions of the New ‘Testament. 
—The chaff. blown to a small 
distance, and formed into a heap, 
was burned; and the fire was 
quenched only by the destruction 
of the chaff. So, said John to 
the Jews, will it be with you, 
notwithstanding your descent 
from Abraham, if ye repent not. 
26. 

Luke iii. 19, 20. “Herod the 
tetrarech, being reproved by him 
for Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife; and for all the evils which 
Herod had done, added yet this 
above all, that he shut up John 
in prison. 

‘That Herod, a civil governor, 
who had the power of punishing 
what he thought an indignity, 
should imprison a man who had 
dared to accuse him of crimes, 
is by no means a circumstance to 
excite peculiar attention. But 
this passage demands our notice 
from a higher consideration. It 
has been adduced by infidels, to 
invalidate the authority of the 
New Testament. We will state 
the objection, and in as short a 
compass as we can, will give 
what we deem an entirely satis- 
factory reply to it. 

The evangelists say, that John 
reproved Herod for, or on ac- 
count of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife. ‘This, say the ob- 
jectors, can be no other than Phi- 
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lip the tetrarch. But Josephus, 
who has also givea an account 
of this marriage, says, that the 
first husband of Herodias was 
“Herod, a son of Herod the 
great, by Mariamue, daughter of 
Simoa the high priest. They 
hada daughter, whose name was 
Salomes after whose birth He- 
rodias, in utter violation of the 
laws of her country, left her has- 
band, then living, and married 
Herod the tetrarch of Galilee, 
her husband’s brother by the fa- 
ther’s side.”” For a more detail- 
ed account of this marriage, we 
refer the reader to the Jewish 
Antiquities, B. 18. ¢. 6. ‘The 
question then is, are the evan- 
gelists, or is Josephus wrong; or, 
are they both right? 

Basnage has endeavoured to 
shew, that the error belongs to 
Josephus. But the supposition 
of error is unnecessary, as there 
is actually no contradiction. 
The accounts, candidly, and 
earefully examined, will be ac- 
knowledged, I think, mest per- 
fectly to harmonize. 

Both aceounts agree in the 
facts, that the Gret- husband of 
Herodias was a son of Herod the 
great; and that it was Herod the 
tetrarch, who sedueed her from 
her husband. ‘The only disa- 
greement therefore, if indeed 
there be any, respects the name 
of this son of Herod, to whom 
Herodias was first married. Let 
it be observed then, 4. that by 
the will of Herod the great, 
which was made but a short time 
before his death, Herod, the son 
of Mariamne, was utterly exclud- 
ed from any succession in the 
government, and reduced to the 
condition ef a private man. (An- 


tiquities B.47.¢.8.) By this 
will, Arehelaus suceeeded his 
father m the government of Ja- 
dea, Samaria, and Idumea. 
Herod Antipas was made te- 
trarch of Galilee and Pacza; 
and Philip tetrareh of 'Traconi- 
tis, and the neighbouring coun- 
tries. A few cities were also 
given to his favorite sister Sa- 
lome. 2. ‘The evangelists uni- 
formly, in uaming those who had 
offices and titles, name also their 
titles andoffices. In the aecount 
of the death of John the baptist, 
and of this marriage of Herod 
Antipas, all the evangelists give 
Herod his title. But no title is 
given, and no office is named, in 
speaking of Philip, whom they 
eall the first husband of Hero- 
dias. It is searcely to be doubt- 
ed therefore, that this Philip 
was a private man. 3. It was 
very common among the an- 
cients, Jews as well as heathens, 
for persons to have two names; 
and to be called sometimes by 
one, and sometimes by the other. 
We have examples in the New 
‘Testament of Simon, who is eall- 
ed Peter; of Lebbeus, whose sur- 
name was Thaddeus; of Thom- 
as, who wae called Dydimus; ef 
Simeon, who was called Niger; 
and of Saul, who was also ealled 
Paul. Josephus himself calls 
Caiaphas, the high priest, Jo- 
seph; though he has indeed told 
us, that he was also ealled Cai- 
aphas. Suppose then that this 
Herod, whom he ealls the first 
husband of Herodias, was also 
called Philip, and every difficul- 
ty on the subject vanishes. 

Ido not believe that any Jew, 
in the first centuries, in ecompar- 
ing the narratives of the evan- 
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gelists and of Josephus, would 
have had a thought chat, in these 
different names, there was auy 
thing like contradiction. But if 
this be unsatisfactory, we have 
testimonies in direct support of 
the evangelists. Gorionides says, 
‘“‘Herodias was first married to 
Philip, and was taken away 
from him by Herod Antipas.” 
The old Hebrew chronicle says, 
‘Antipas took the wife of his 


brother Philip, he being yet liv- 
ing, and had children by her;” 
and so also says an old chronicle 
of the second temple. Still we 
believe, that he was known as 
Philip Hered, and was called 
sometimes by one name, and 
sometimes by the other. 

See Lardner, v. 1. pp. 16, 47. 
348. 389—397. And Whitby 
on Matthew xiv. 3. 
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REMARKABLE EVENTS RELATING TO JERUSALEM 


Tue following summary was 
abridged from Chateaubriand’s 
travels. 

Jerusalem was founded by Mel- 
chizedeck in the year of the world 
2023, and was ecalied Salem, 
which signifies peace. 

Fifty years after it was taken 
by the Jebusites, and called Jeru- 
salem. 

Joshua conquered what is eall- 
ed the lower town the fifth year 
after his arrival in Canaan. The 
upper town was not taken from 
the Jebusites until the days of 
David: he subdued the descend- 
ants of Jebus, and made additions 
to their fortress. 

Solomon enlarged their city, 
and built the first temple. 

Five years after the death of 
Solomon the city was plundered 
by the king of Egypt. It was pil- 
laged again one hundred and fif- 
ty years after by Joas, king of Is- 
rael. 

In the days of Manasseh it was 
eonquered by the Assyrians, and 
inthe days of Zedekiah the foun- 
dation of the city was razed and 
the temple burnt by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. ‘This event happened 470 
years 6 months and 10 days from 


the time the foundation of the 
temple was laid by Solomon; and 
in the year of the world 3513 
—about 600 years before Christ. 

After 70 years captivity, Ze- 
rubbabel began to build the eity 
and the temple. Alexander the 
great visited the city in the year 
of the world 3583. 

Ptolemy, king of Esypt, con- 
quered the city; ” from him it was 
taken by Antiochus the great; 
he however afterwards aed it 
to Ptolemy Evergetes. Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes again plunder- 
ed the city. 

The Maccabees restored liber- 
ty to their country, and defend- 
ed it against the kings of Asia. 

At the time of the dispute a- 
bout the crown between Aristo- 
bolus and Hircanus, Pompey be- 
sieged and tovk the temple. 
Crassus afterwards plundered 
this august monument, which 
Pompey respected. 

The Parthians took Jerusalem, 
and carried Hireanus into cap- 
tivity. By the aid of the Ro- 
mans, Herod the great was made 
king. In the time of his reign 
our Saviour was born. 
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On the death of Agrippa, the 
grandson of Herod the great, 
udea was reduced to a Roman 
province. 

The Jews having revolted, 
Titus besieged and took Jerusa- 
lem During the siege 200,u00 
Jews perished by famine. From 
the fourteenth of April, A. D. 
71, to the first of July, 115,180 
dead bodies were carried out at 
a single gate. 1,100,000 Jews 
perished | in Jerusalem, and 
238,460 in other parts of Judea. 
In this ealeulation | eomprehend 
not the women and children, nor 
the aged, destroyed by famine, 
seditions, and flames. 99,200 
prisoners were reserved for the 
triumph of Titus. Some of 
these were doomed to kill one 
another, to make sport for the 
Romans; others were sold at 
auction, at the rate of 30 per- 
sons for a denarius. ‘The tem- 

le was burnt 38 years after the 
death of Christ. Adrian com- 
sleted the destruction of what 
Titus had left standing. 

Adrian built the new eity on 
the spot which it occupies at 
this day, and included Mount 
Calvary. Some commotions ap- 
pear to have taken place in Ju- 
dea under the Emperors An- 
tonius, Septimus, Severus, and 
Caracalla. 

Constantine overthrew’ the 
idols erected on the sepulchre 
of our Saviour, and consecrated 
the sacred scenes by the edifices 
that are seen still upon them, 

Thirty seven years after, Ju- 
lian in vain assembled the Jews, 
to rebuild the temple. 

We find a revolt of the Jews 
under Justinian, A. D. 504. 
During the reign of this empe- 


Vol. IL. 3 


ror, Jerusalem was elevated to 
the patriarchal dignity. 

Jerusalem was taken by Cos- 
roes, king of Persia, A. D. 613. 
The Jews purchased of the con- 
queror 90,000 christians, and put 
them to death. 

A. ID. 627, Heracelius defeated 
Cosroes, recovered the true 
cross, and earried it back to Je- 
rusalem. 

Nine years after, Omar, the 
third in succession from Mahom- 
et, took Jerusalem, after a siege 
of four months. 

Ahmed, a ‘Turk, conquered 
Jerusalem A. D. 868—but his 
son being: defeated by the cha- 
lif of Bagdad, the ‘Holy city 
returned again under their do- 
minion, A. D. 905. 

Mahomet Ikschid, another 
Turk, subdued Jerusalem A. D. 
936. A Turk, named Ortok, 
made himself master of Jerusa- 
lem A. D. 984, and his children 
reigned after his death. Mos- 
tali, chalif of Egypt. drove the 
Ortokides out of Jerusalem. 

In A. D. 996, Hakem, or Ha- 
quen, persecuted the christians 
at Jerusalem. 

In A. D. 1076, Meleschah 
took the city and ravaged the 
whole country. The Ortokides 
retook the city. ‘They were a- 
gain driven out by the Fatamites. 
‘The Fatamites were masters of 
Jerusalem, when the Crusaders 
appeared on the frontier of Pal- 
estine. 

Godfrey, aceompanied by 
Baldwin and = many © other 
knights, with Peter the Her- 
mit, appeared on the frontiers 
of Palestine with anarmy. A. D. 
1099. On the 12th of July they 
took Jerusalem. Godfrey was 
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elected king——and was succeed- 
ed by his brother Baldwin. 
Saladin wrested the Holy 
Land from these new masters. 
The soldiers of Saladin pulled 
down a gold cross, ereeted above 
the temple, dragged it through 
the streets to the top of Mount 
Zion, where they broke it to 
re Philip Augustus, and 
ichard, the English monarch, 
arrived too late to save the Ho- 
ly city, but they took Ptolemais. 
Soon after this Saladin died. 
He directed that on the day of 
his funeral, a shroud should be 
earried on the point of a spear, 
and a herald proclaim with a 
loud voice: “Saladin, the con- 
uerer of Asia, out of all the 
fruits of his vietories, carries with 
him only this shroud.” 
In 1242, Saleh Ismael gaiued 
ssession of Jerusalem; but the 
Sultan of Egypt retook it and 


slaughtered the inhabitants. 


The famous Bibars Bondie 
Dari beeame sultan in Egypt, 
41263. He repaired Jerusalem. 
Kalaoun, the heir of Dari, in 
42¥1 expelled the christians 
from the Holy Land, after they 
had maintained themselves 192 
years in their conquests, and 
reigned 88 at Jerusalem. The 
sultans of Egypt kept their con- 
quests till 1382, At this time 
the Mamelukes usurped the su- 
preme authority of Egypt, and 
gave a new form of government 
to Palestine. Selim put an end 
to all these revolutions in 1517, 
by the reduction of Egypt and 
Syria. 


Remarkable events. 
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“There are yet persons who 
believe, on the authority of cer- 
tain trite sarcasms, that the 
kingdom of Jerusalem was a 
miserable little valley, wholly 
unworthy of the pompous name 
with which it is dignified. The 
whole of the sacred scripture, 
the pagan authors, the travellers 
in Palestine, from the earliest 
times, down to the present day, 
unanimously bear testimony to 
the fertility of Judea. Could it 
appear surprising, however, if 
80 fruitful a country had become 
barren after such repeated de- 
vastations? Seventeen times 
has Jerusalem been pillaged; 
millions of men have been 
slaughtered within its walls, and 
this massacre may be said still 
to continue. No other city has 
experienced sucha fate. This 
protracted and almost supernat- 
ural punishment announces un- 
exampled guilt—guilt which no 
chastisement is capable of expi- 
ating. In this country, consign- 
ed to the ravages of fire and 
sword, the uncultivated land has 
lost that fertility which it deriv- 
ed from human toil; the springs 
have been buried beneath heaps 
of rubbish; thé soil of the moun- 
tains, being no longer kept up by 
the industry of the vine-dresser, 
has been hurried down into the 
vailies; and the eminenees, once 
covered with woods of syea- 
mores, now present to view 
nought but parched and barren 
hills.” 

In view of the fate of Jerusa- 
lem, let favored, ungrateful na- 
tions fear and tremble! 











Expositions solicited. 


EXPOSITIONS SOLICITED. 
To the Editor of the Christian Disciple. 


Your periodical work, which 
deserves much celebrity, well 
caleulated to promote union, to 
inspire love, to establish peace, 
and to convey a great fund of 
useful information to your nu- 
merous readers, is thought to be 
a good medium, if your apjwoba- 
tion coincides with one who is a 
subseriber, to insert a few scrip- 
tural passages for exposition; 
thinking that some intelligent 
correspondent of the Christian 
Diseiple might diffuse some light 
upon various passages of serip- 
ture, which are by some called 
ambiguous, and things hard to be 
understood. It is desired that 
the passages alluded to, would 
be candidly examined, and plain- 
ly solved to every impartial 
mind. Perhaps the subsequent 
passages may appear too famil- 
iar, for any particular attention 
to be paid to them; but remem- 


ber, there are many babes in 
Christ, which desire to be fed 
with the sincere milk of the word. 
Three passages selected now 
will suffice for the present, 
and if found worthy to be insert- 
ed and explained in your valua- 
ble work, others will be commu- 
nieated as soon as convenient, 
The first passage is taken from 
St. Matthew, 15th chapter, be- 
ginning at the 21st verse to the 
conclusion of the 28th. The 
second passage is selected 
from St. Matthew, 18th chapter, 
beginning at the 7th verse to the 
end of the 14th verse. The 
third passage is taken frem St. 
Mark, 5th ehapter, from the 
commencement of the chapter to 
the end of the 20th verse. May 
the illustrations of the above 
passages, strengthen the weak 
hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees. R. C, 


tie. 


ON THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF THE LATE OHIEF JUSTICE 
PARSONS. 


[The following is an extract from a 
sermon preached at the New South 
Church in Boston, on the occasion 
of the death of Chief Justice Par- 
sonse The testimony of such a man 
as this, to the truth of christianity, 
ought to be generally known, as it 
cannot but command attention. It 
may be necessary to premise, that 
the former part of the discourse 
had been occupied with an exhibi- 
tion of the adequacy and adaptation of 
the gospel, 1. To the speculative 
wants of man. 2. To his wants as 
an active being; and 3. To his sor- 
rows as a being placed in a state of 


trial and suffering. 


4. * The fourth point which we 
proposed to consider was the 
adequacy of the christian reli- 
gion to support man in the pros- 
pect of death. I wish to illustrate 
this by anappealto fact. I shall 
bring before you the example of 
that great and venerable man, 
whose recent loss our country is 
ealled to lament. The charac- 
ter of such a man is the proper- 
ty of the public; and though I 
am little conversant with the 
language of pulpit panegyric, ! 
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feel you have a right to have it 
exhibited to you. 1 am not how- 
ever about to speak of the qual- 
ities which eonstituted his intel- 
Jectual greatness; of the aston- 
ishing extent and variety of his 
knowledge; of his intuitive sa- 
gacity; of his all but miraculous 
memory; of the purity and lofti- 
ness of the great maxims which 
governed his life; of his disin- 
terestedness; of bie fidelity to 
his principies in ail the various 
relations which he sustained, as 
a man, a citizen, a counsellor, a 
statesman, a judge; or of those 
kind & amiable affections, which 
endeared him most where a man 


is best known, in the bosom of 


his family, and the ecirele of his 
most intimate friends. ‘These 
qualities will hereafter be spoken 
of, by one the most worthy to 
speak of them as they deserve.* 
i mean only to speak of what 
has fallen peculiarly within my 
own knowledge—of his religious 
principles, and the support which 
they gave him in the hour of 
death. 

* Chief Justice Parsons added 
one more to the long list of the 
greatest and most revered names 
which live on reeord, who have 
esteemed it the privilege of their 
nature to sit at the feet of Jesus, 
and be numbered among his dis- 
ciples. ‘1 examined’—he was 
accustomed to say to his friends— 
‘the proofs and weighed the ob- 
jections to christianity many 
years ago, with the accuracy of a 
Jawyer; and the result was so en- 
tire a conviction of its truth, that 
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I have only to regret that my 
belief has uot more completely 
influenced my conduct.2 Now 
we are to recollect that this vas 
the testimony of a perfectly dis- 
interested witness; not of a 
priest, who may be suspected of 
professional bias—That it was 
the testimony of a lawyer, all 
whose life had been passed im 
sifting evidence, balancing ar- 
suments, unravelling soplis- 
try, and detecting imposture— 
‘That it was testimony not only 
given freely to his friends in 
private; but declared voluntari- 
ly and openly to the world, by a 
publie profession in this chureh.t 
We are to remark too, that his 
was a discriminating and ration- 
al belief. It was not tinged with 
the deep and melancholy enthu- 
siasm of Paseal, or darkened by 
the superstition of Johnson. — It 
was founded ona calm & free ex- 
amination of all the parts of the 
christian system, as well as the 
general evidence of the whole. 
It was the religion of Grotius, 
and Newton, and Locke, kin- 
dred exeellences! whose names 
take no dishonor from the one 
which I have now presumed to 
associate with theirs. Nor was 
the religion of Christ a subject 
to which he was contented to 
give only a slight and superfi- 
cial examination. He delighted 
to bring all the powers of his 
mighty mind to assist him im 
sounding it to its depths. He 
was a “proficient even in the 
technics of theology; and was a 
biblical eritic of that eminence 


* A discourse was delivered on the afternoon of the same day, by Rev. 


President Kirkland. 


+ Judge Parsons was a communicant at the New South Church. 
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that he could always interest, 
and often astonish, by the aceu- 
raey and originality of his views, 
those whose profession makes 
these studies the occupation ef 
their lives. His belief was not 
merely a speculative assent to the 
truth and doctrines of the gos- 
pel. It produced in him a sen- 
timent of habitual and practical 
piety, which accompanied him 
tu the last moment of rational 
life. Its strength and its power 
to support him were most seen, 
when he needed it most. He 
possessed a temperament so pe- 
culiarly and delicately organiz- 
ed, that a slight shock was + often 
sufficient to diseompose i its; and it 
mixzht have been feared that the 
approach of dissolution would 
have filled him with agitation 
and alarm. But by the blessing 
of God his faith sustained him 
Without fainting in the hour of 
trial; and he was enabled to make 
all his preparations for death 
with more calmness than he could 
for several years before sum- 
mon for the arrangements of an 
ordinary journey. I found him 
in his last hours uniformly tran- 
quil and collected, stedfast in his 
faith and hope, though without 
any ostentation of triumphant 
confidence; not affecting indiffer- 
ence toa life so dear to his family, 
but convinced of the better wis- 
dom, and rejoicing in the benig- 
nant providence of God; hum- 
bly trusting—not in a life ex- 
empt from infirmities as consti- 
tuting a claim on the divine 
justice—but im the pardoning 
mercy of God, declared by his 
Son to penitent man. His con- 
stant prayer, which i believe he 
did not fail in a single instance 


to desire me to put up for him, 
was, that whether living or dy- 
ing, he might be submissive and 
resigned; and—except sume af- 
fectionate recognitions of his 
family—the last coherent words, 
which this good and venerable 
man uttered, were a request to 
me to repeat this petition for 
him. 

‘* My friends, such a scene as 
this speaks volumes on the ade- 
quacy of the gospel te support 
us in the hour of death. 1 will 
not weaken its impression by 
dwelling on it. Buti have one 
word to say on the testimony of 
such a map as this, at such an 
hour, to the truth of the gospel. 
The belief of the evidences of 
christianity, as far as regards an 
ability to answer all the minor 
objections which a perverted in- 
genuity may easily bring to 
them, must necessarily, with a 
great part of mankind, be a bu- 
siness of authority. 1 would ask 
then those, who have entertained 
doubts on this subject, to come 
with me to the dying chamber of 
this great man. Consider that 
there never was a human being 
more capable of forming a cor- 
rect opinion on such a subject 
than he who lies before you; that 
he has given to it the fullest and 
most deliberate examination; 
that he is aware that he is about, 
to enter the presence of a God, 
who must view hypocrisy with 
abhorrence; and that it is impes- 
sible that he can have any wish 
or motive to deceive you. You 
would not hesitate to trust to the 
decision of his wisdom and in- 
tegrity from the bench of justice, 
your lives, your fortunes, your 
best earthly hopes. Why should 
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not your respeet extend to his 
judgment, formed while his fae- 
ulties possessed ali their vigor, 
and now pronounced from the 
bed of death, on a subject in 
which you and he are both e- 
qually and eternally interested? 
Hear then this man, to whom all 
science is familiar; this profound 
sage; this master of human rea- 
son; hear him deelare with all 
the solemnity which the thought 
of death can impart to his de- 
elaration: ‘I could as soon doubt 
of the existence of God himself, as 
of the truth of the christian reli- 
gion.”* Hear these words my 
friends, and then turn and listen 
to the aceents in which infidelity 
lifts her puny voiee, and pro- 
nounces that to be little, which 
such a mind as this felt to be 
great; and as you listen weep for 


Serious preaching. 
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the infatuation with which youth 
and vanity can be blinded! 
What lofty heights of wisdom 
and of science ought he to have 
reached, who is entitled to look 
down with contempt on the faith 
and hepe of such a man as this? 
What weight of years, what 
character for consistency and 


judgment, what habits of patient 


investigation ought he to possess, 
who ventures to pronounce such 
a man as this ignorant of his 
premises, and mistaken in his 
conelasions! What more than 
human sagueity, what Angelie 
knowledge ought he be able to 
command, who dares to deelare 
that to be a delusion and absurd- 
ity, which this sublime Intelli- 
gence confessed to be “the wis- 
dom of God, and the power of 
God to salvation!” 


TE 


SERIOUS PREACHING. 


Tus subject occupied a 
place in the last number of the 
Christian Disciple, and froim its 
importance is entitled toa more 
extended discussion. I observed 
in my last ecommunieation, that 
seriousness of preaching has its 
foundation in seriousness of 
character, and that its great ob- 
ject is to impress those truths of 
religion which interest the heart, 
and are the springs and rules of 
a holy life. Lobserved that the 
serious preacher chooses those 
subjects for the pulpit, which 
have the most direet and power- 
ful influence on the characters of 
hearers, that he spares no labor 
of mind to collect on these top- 


ies the clearest, and most useful 
and striking thoughts; and that 
he strives to attract attention to 
them, by surrounding them with 
those embellishments of style and 
imagination, which they admit 
and deserve. I shall now pro- 
ceed in the discussion. 

The serious preacher i not 
satisfied with furnishing a vari- 
ety of thoughts, or with rivet- 
ting attention. He is anxious to 
turn to account the attention 
which he excites, and to give ta 
his thoughts and reasonings a 
force, an edge, an impressive- 
ness, which will secure their en- 
trance into the heart and con- 
science, and subdue the will to 


* These were his words to me two days before his death. 
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the obedience of God. It is not 
enough that the audienee ~ 
on his lips whilst he speaks, an 
afterwards celebrate his rich and 
fervid eloquence. He wishes to 
leave a deep conviction of the 
necessity, and excellence, aud 
happiness of a life of piety, to 
turn the thoughts of hearers in- 
ward upon their own charac- 
ters, to fill them—not with ad- 
miration of the speaker—but 
with a just concern for them- 
selves, and with a strong desire 
of that purity and felicity to 
which the Gospel invites them. 
How is this impressiveness te be 
communicated to a discourse? 
A few remarks only can now 
be offered on this interesting 
question. 

To render preaching impres- 
sive, it is very necessary that the 
preacher carry with him through 
the labor of composition a sense 
of the infinite importance of 
reaching the hearts and con- 
sciences of his hearers. He 
should recollect distinetly whilst 
he writes, that the everlasting 
happiness of men depends on 
the truth he ineuleates. He 
should recollect that the Gos- 
pel which he dispenses is not a 
subtle science or an amusing 
speculation; but the word of 
God, the message which Jesus 
brought from heaven, the doe- 
trine of pardon and immortality, 
the great instrument of enlight- 
ening, purifying, and preparing 
the mind for future felicity. He 
should remember that the inter- 
ests, which he is called to pro- 
mote, differ widely from the fleet- 
ing interests of the world, that 
the soul, on which he is to oper- 
ate, is an imperishable princi- 


ple, and has capacities of per- 
petual progress, that the virtues 
whieh he labors to recommend 
will never die, but be perfected 
in heaven; and thatthe sins, a- 
gainst which he warns, lead 
down to hell. ‘These sentiments 
sheuld be reealled at the mo- 
ment of composition, and ‘that 
they may then be revived,.they 
should at other periods be invit- 
ed and rtlerwcats ane with seri- 
ousness. In fact, they should 
never be long absent from the 
mind ef a minister. A sense of 
the greatness of the interests 
committed to him, should be in- 
eorporated with all his thoughts, 
and should form a part of his 
character. This will give en- 
ergy to all his pastoral duties. 
It will awaken his intellect, im- 
part vividness to his conceptions, 
and throw a warmth of colour- 
ing over his delineations. Who 
does not know the power of the 
heart ever the understanding? 
He, whose heart enters into his 
work, will write with a glew 
and foree which no other eause 
could produce. 

Is it thought that the minister 
can find no great difficalty in 
keeping alive the sense of the 
importance of religion, in the 
composition of his sermon? You 
who think thus, know little of 
human nature. You imagine, 
that because the minister has lit- 
tle te do but to revolve the truths 
of religion, he ean hardly help 
feeling their magnitude. But 
the fact is, that his very familiar- 
ity with them has a tendency to 
diminish their power over his af- 
fections; and nothing but volun- 
tary effort ean give steadiness 
and permanency to the senti- 
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ments by which he ought to be 
governed. The flame must be 
fed and cherished by a judicious 
eare, or it will grow dim and ex- 
pire 
the minister as of every other 
man, that whatever is done reg- 
ularly, is very apt to become a 
mechanical labor. “The minis- 
ter, who must furnish a weekly 


sermon, is in great danger of 


considering his sermon as a task, 
and of writing beeause he is ex- 
pected to write, instead of writ- 


ing for the express purpose of 


producing important effects on 
the human eharacter. If he 
spread over the eustomary num- 
ber of his pages, he is apt to be 
satisfied. He thinks his work is 
done. He ought to think that 
nothing is done unless he has en- 
deavoured to give to his thoughts 
a force which will impel to duty, 
and an edge and sharpness which 
will pierce the conseienee. He 
ought to remember that he ts not 
a common laborer, hired to per- 
form a given quantity of work, 
and that he earns his wages by 
drudging through the stipulated 
service. He should feel that to 
be disinterested, zealous and sin- 
ecre, is the very work to which 
he is pledged, and that the good 
minister looks for his recom- 
pense in the holiness and virtue 
of those whom he instructs; and 
in the favor of that Being who 
searches his heart, 

But to give impressiveness to 
a discouree, it is not enough that 
a minister bring with ‘him a 
sense of the importance of reli- 
gion in general. He should ex- 
eite an interest in the particular 
topie which he purposes to dis- 
cuss. Would he exhibit a per- 
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It is as true in the life of 
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fection of God? let him revolve 
it, till he feels himself its reality, 
and ti'l his own breast is warm- 
ed with the devout affections 
which it ought to inspire. Is it 
a christian virtue he would in- 
culeate? let him dwell on its 
beauty, and excellence, and ben- 
efits, till he earnestly loves it, 
und is himself resolved to prae- 
tise it. Is it a sin which he 
would hold up to detestation? 
let him refleet on its odiousness 
and ruinous effeets, until the ab- 
herrence and indiguation which 
he wishes to communicate sting 
his own soul. In every sermon, 
a preacher should propose some 
definite impression on the minds 
of his hearers, and he should la- 
bor to make first this impression 
on himself. Sympathy is the 
chord he should aim to touch. 
He should remember the conta- 
giousness of human feelings, and 
from the fulness of his own heart 
should labor to infuse just senti- 
ments into the hearts of all whom 
he addresses. 

By these methods an impres- 
siveness and earnestness will be 
giventoa diseourse. But let it 
be remembered that this earnest- 
ness, which a minister acquires 
by actually applying to his own 
character the truths he is anx- 
ious to impart, is very different 
from that vague, blind, and fa- 
rious zeal, which is caught from 
imitation, which is kept alive 
beeause it is expected, which has 
no connexion with the under- 
standing, and very little with 
the life; which only aims to ex- 
citea heat and tumult, and violent 
emotion in the hearts of hearers, 
and thinks very little of that 
mild and lasting improvement of 
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temper and conduct, in which 
religion essentially consists. 
From this irrational zeal, which 
disgusts the judicious, and makes 
weak minds frantic, let every 


4 


preacher fly, who has any re- 
spect for his own character, or 
for the honor and influence of 
that religion which 1s committed 
to his care. 


(To be continued. ) 
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A LETTER FROM ONE CLERGYMAN TO ANOTHER, ON A MOST INTER- 
ESTING SUBJECT. 


Rev. Sir, 

I write that there may be no 
misunderstanding between us, on 
the subject of our late conversa- 
tion, and that if I must fall un- 
der your censure, as a person 
destitute of true religion, it may 
not be from a misapprehension of 
my real views. ‘The subject of 
debate, you will remember, was, 
“whether humility naturally 
leads a true christian to view 
himself as the chief of sinners;” 
and to use such expressions as 
this, “It seems to me no one has 
a heart so wicked as mine;’?’°—and 
“whether it be proper for min- 
isters to cultivate such ideas.” 
From the surprise you manifest- 
ed on my taking the negative 
side, I have been led to suppose, 
that you formerly had a faver- 
able opinion of my _ religious 
character, and that my dissent 
from you on this subject has 
sunk me low in your esteem, As 
itis my intention to be frank in 
this letter, L now wish you to un- 
derstand, that it is not in my 
heart to call in question your pie- 
ty, or the picty of ehristians in 
gencral, who agree with yeu on 
the questions before us. 1 have, 
sir, been brought to believe, that 
if true religion aud erronecus o- 
pinions cannot exist in the same 
person, there is not one religious 
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character in our world; that it is 
no more true, that no man liveth 
and sinneth not, than it is, that 
no man living is free from gross 
errors on subjects intimately con- 
nected with religion. 

I will first state what I am 
willing to admit, and then give 
some reasons for my dissent 
from your opinion. 

1 am willing to admit, 

4. That christian humility 
leads a person to be attentive to 
his own heart, and to become 
better acquainted with himself, 
than he can be with the hearts of 
others. Self-acquaintance and 
humility mutually tend to pro- 
mote each other. 

2. True humility disposes a 
person to observe the expressions 
of divine merey, which he daily 
receives, and to compare the 
kindness of God, with the re- 
turns he makes to the Divine 
Benefactor. This contrast gives 
him an impressive view of his 
own unfruitfulness, and his want 
of love and gratitude.. As he 
naturally has more acquaintance 
with his own defects, coldness, 
and wandering of affection, than 
he can have of these in other 
christians, whose walk is ap- 
parently upright and cireum- 
spect, it will be very natural for 
each of this class to esteem his 
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brethren as better, or more pious, 
than himself. ‘This pious self- 
inspection and self-acquaintance 
produces that lowliness of mind, 
that moderate estimation of a 
person’s own piety, and that es- 
teem and charity for others, 
which the gospel requires. See 
Philip. it 3. 

8. It is admitted, that many 
pious christians were once enor- 
mous transgressors, and in a 
view of. what they have been, 
they may naturally adopt the 
strong language of Paul: “This 
isa faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Christ came into the worldto save 
sinners, of whom I am chief.” 
It is however believed, that this 
language had respect to what he 
was while a persecutor of the 
friends of Christ, and not to the 
then state of his heart. Although 
he had obtained the forgiveness 
of God, he could never forgive 
himeelf, that he had indulg zed 
such a blind and malignant « eal 
against the friends ‘of Jesus. 
Perhaps, sir, there is more rea- 
son for some, at this day, to a- 
dopt similar language, than they 
now imagine. 

4. Some persons, after con- 
version, and a public profession 
of religion, have committed atro- 
cious offences, by which they 
have brought reproach on them- 
selves, and on the eanse of reli- 
gion. Whena spirit of contri- 
tion takes place in their hearts, 
it will not be unnatural for them 
to adopt language similar to that 
under consideration. 

5. Some pious christians are 
eonstitutiovally inclined to gloom 
and melancholy, and apt to put 
the most unfavorable construe- 
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tion on almost every thing which 
relates to their own character, 
orcircumstances. Besides, those 
who are not habitually thus in- 
elined, may be so occasionally. 
¥ hese facts will account for ma- 
ny exaggerated views and ex- 
pressions respecting their own 
vileness; and this too without 
any impeachment of their moral 
integrity, or any evidence in fa- 
vor of your hypothesis. 

I shall now assign my reasons 
for dissenting from you in opin- 
ion. 

1. I eannot admit, that true 
humility is of a nature to lead 
people to view things direetly 
contrary to the truth of facts. 
But if christianity be in its na- 
ture excellent, if it really re- 
forms the heart and life, and the 
true christian really views him- 
self asthe chief of sinners, or 
his own heart, in its present 
state, as more vile than any oth- 
er person’s, he views things di- 
rectly contrary to the truth of 
facts, and is certainly under a 
delusion. Surely, sir, it can be 
no recommendation of humility, 
to represent it as of such a delud- 
ing tendency. 

2. If it were habitual with 
true christians to entertain such 
views of themselves, it would be 
impossible for them to make a 

rofession of religion in sinceri- 
tyand uprightness. For it may 
be presumed, no christian views 
every profane and _plofligate 
character within the circle of his 
uequaintance, as in any measure 
fit to come to the table of the 
Lord. And if the true chris- 
tian views himself as one of the 
worst of his species, he must be 
guilty of falsehuod, if he profess- 
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es to have any true religion at 
heart. If he views his own 
heart as more vile than any oth- 
er person’s, he must view him- 
selfas the most unqualified per- 
son for communion with Christ 
or his saints. Cana person hon- 
estly profess to be in a state of 

enitent reconciliation with God, 
while at the same time he really 
views his own heart as a sink of 
filth and wickedness, no better 
than the heart of the wilful blas- 
phemer? Is there not, sir, some- 
thing like strong delusion in this 
business? and has your doctrine 
no tendency to prevent many 
persons of honest minds from 
making a profession of religion? 

3. Would not almost any per- 
son, who uses such language, or 
any advocate for the use of such 
language, view himself as injur- 
ed and defamed, if another per- 
son should represent him, as 
having the most vile and wicked 
heart of any of the sons of men? 
But if he really views himself 
in this light, why should he feel 
injured, to find that others have 
the same opinion of his charae- 
ter? 

4. If your sentiments be ae- 
cording to truth, how is it pos- 
sible that real christians should 
hesitate in regard to admitting 
to their fellowship, the most a- 
bandoned wretches that tread the 
sround? If they view them- 
selves as having the most wicked 
hearts, they must view these 
profligate characters, as more fit 
for a “place in the church than 
themselves. ‘This, it is believed, 
must certainly be the conse- 
quence, unless the christian in- 
fers from the fact of his viewing 
himself asthe most vile, that he 
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is really a good person. But, 
then, what shall we do with this 
contradiction in his own views 
of himself? Does he stitl view 
himself as the most vile, while 
he infers from this view, that he 
is really renewed and better than 
the profligate? Is there not, sir, 
reason to fear, that some persons 
make use of your sentiment fer 
self-deception, and for deceiv- 
ing others? Having brought 
themselves to use such language, 
do they not infer from it their 
own safety, and recommend 
themselves as pious persons to 
those of your opinion? 

5. ls it nota fact, that those, 
who adopt your views of the na- 
ture of humility, are very apt to 
question the religion of any man, 
who doubts the propriety of a 
christian’s saying, that he views 
his own heart as the vilest of 
all? Now, sir, if you are sin- 
eere in saying, that you view 
your own heart asthe most vtle, 
how came you to be so jealous of 
me, that my religion was vain? 
You profess to believe, that none 
hut good people have a right to 
preach the gospel; yet you 
preach the gospel, while profess- 
ing to- view your own heart as 
the worst: Noi only so, you doubt 
my having any true religion, be- 
eause I cannot adopt such lan- 
guage. Does it then appear, 
that you really view your own 
heart to be more vile than mine? 

6. have another question ts 
ask, which you may set down 
among the reasons for my dis- 
sent. Is it not an awful truth, 
that too many ministers and pri- 
vate christians. who adopt your 
views of humility, are neverthe- 
less very unchuritable in their 
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feelings and conduct towards 
christians of other sects? In 
how many instances do they re- 
fuse fellowship with other min- 
isters and other christians, whose 
walk is as blameless as their 
own? How could this be, if the 

were really in the habit of view- 
ing themselves as more vile than 
any other people? Is it not man- 
ifest, sir, that, in contradiction 
to their professed views of their 
own hearts, they really esteem 
themselves much better than any 
who dissent from their opinions. 
Although I do not wish they 
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should view themselves as the 
most vile creatures on earth, | sin- 
cerely wish they had enough of 
gospel humility, to produce more 
gospel charity; and more of that 
kind and forbearing spirit, in 
which consists much of the glory 
and the blessedness of the chris- 
tian religion. 

As the subject of the letter is 
one in which many are concern- 
ed, 1 shall send it to you through 
the medium of the Christian Dis- 
ciple, should the Editor have ne 
objection.* 

Yours with brotherly esteem, 





ee 


STRIKING EXAMPLE OF SUBMISSION. 


Mr. Exior of Roxbury, com- 
monly called the apostle to the 
Indians, was deprived of his four 
sons; three of whom had been 
settled in the ministry, and the 
fourth a candidate. On _ being 
asked how he could maintain so 


much cheerfulness under sueh 
afflictive bereavements, . he re- 
plied, “I had hoped that my sons 
would live to serve God on earth, 
but as he has seen fit to take 
them to serve him in heaven, 
what should I object?” 


POETRY. 


HYMN FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR. 


THE opening year demands our 
praise, 
To him whose power prolongs our days, 
Unnumbered souls from life have fled; 
Why are not we among the dead? 


God’s sovereign mercy kept our 
breath, 

Or we had slept the sleep of death. 

Shall we long-suffering love despise, 

Or from ungrateful slumberings rise? 


This year its millions will demand 
To be entombed by sea and land; 


Our turn must come—this year it 
may, 

But who knows when?—perhaps to- 
day! 


Are we prepared to meet the Lord? 
Have we obeyed his heavenly word? 
If not, to-day attend his call, 

Give him our hearts, our time, our all. 


For favors past, let thanks arise; 

For sins, let tears bedew our eyes; 
While God’s rich mercy flows around 
May ceaseless songs of praise abound. 


* [This letter has been admitted because the subject of it is of great practical 
importance. If the person, for whom it was particularly designed, or any other 
reader, shall be dissatisfied with the sentiments expressed, and will forward a 
well written and candid reply, he may expect that it will find a place in our 
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Spainish Inquisition. 


THE SENTIMENTS OF THE THIRD PSALM. 


Lorp! what severe, what deep dis- 
tress! 
How dread my foes, how numberless! 
Encompassed sore on every side 
By fiends who taunt me and deride. 


In vain he trusts in God, say they, 
He leans upon a feeble stay. 

The God to whom his soul resorts 
His best adorers ne’er supports. 


But to such tauntings shall I yield? 
Oh no! my God, my heavenly shield! 
My great supporter and my boast, 
With thee I never shall be lost. 


My prayer I offered to the Lord, 

And raised to heaven my suppliant 
word, 

Still as 1 urged, he heard; and still 

Responded trom his holy hill. 


In the soft slumbers of the night, 
O’er all my frame he spreads delight, 
And as I wake, I find his arm 

Has kept me still from every harm. 


I will not fear ten thousand foes, 

While on my God f thus repose; 

Though myriads should beset me 
round, 

Yet shall I safe with him be found, 


Oh Lord! iny Saviour God, arise! 

Preserve me from these enemies. 

For thou hast shown to them thy 
power, 

And didst in wrath their strength de-« 
vourse 


Salvation to the Lord belongs! 
Praise him with everlasting songs; 
Thy people are forever blest, 
They shall enjoy the heavenly rest. 


—eg CD a 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





THE OVERTHROW OF THE TERRIBLE INQUISITION IN SPAIN. 


In our last number we presented 
aur readers with a concise account of 
the Spanish Inquisition, the protest of 
the Nuncio against its abolition, and 
some remarks on that protest. It is 
now stated, that the Nuncio was ban- 
ished for persisting in his opposition. 
From the date and contents of the 
protest we were led to suppose, that 
the decree of abolition took place 
‘about the first of March.” We 
have since been obliged by the peru- 
sal of a manuscript containing a trans- 
lation of the speech, which produced 
the all-important decree. From 
which it appears, that the speech 
was delivered January 18, 1813, and 
the decree of abolition took place the 
26th of the same month. The trans- 
lator in his preface informs, that the 
subject was under the consideration 
ofthe **Committee of the Constitu- 
tion” for a year; that their report “‘ap- 
peared more like a problem, than a 
direct attack on the formidable tri- 
bunal;”’ that after the report, **more 
than a month, continued the contest; 


and never was debate more vehement, 
more terrible, more obstinate, more 
clamorous, than that occasioned by the 
Inquisition in the national Congress of 
Spain.” He adds, “I was eyewitness 
to this combat between light and dark- 
ness, philosophy and error, illustra- 
tion and fanaticism.”—*‘ At length, on 
the 18th of January, appeared a new 
champion in the august Congress, 
hitherto little known, Doctor Dn. 
Antonio Joseph Ruiz de Padron.” 
This man was a ‘‘qualified minister” 
of the terrible tribunal, and well pre- 
pared to display it, in all its horrors. 
He was indeed a Roman Catholic in 
sentiment; and we must of course ex- 
pect, that his speech will contain some 
things in which protestants cannot ac- 
quiescee But considering his educa- 
tion, his profession and employment, 
we cannot but admire his indepen- 
dence, intrepidity, humanity, and 
piety. 

Relieving that it will not be inju- 
rious or displeasing to tie translator, 
we shall state the points which the 
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orator aimed to substantiate, and give 
some specimens of his style and elo- 
quence. We presume that it is the 
intention of the translator to favor the 
public with the whole in our language, 
and we hope it will seonappear. The 
speech is very long, but so able and 
interesting, that its length occasions 
no fatigue. That certain phrases or 
forms of address may be understood 
by all our readers, it may be proper 
to observe, that the orator addressed 
the Regency, as it would have been 
proper to address the King, had he 
been personally present. After a 
short introduction, he stated the three 
following propositions: 

“1, The tribunal of the Inquisition 
is totally useless in the church of 
God 

2. This tribunal is diametrically 
opposite to the wise and religious 
constitution, which your Majesty has 
sanctioned, and the people have sworn 
to. 

*63. The tribunal of the Inquisition 
is not only prejudicial to the prosper- 
ity of the state, but even contrary to 
the spirit of the gospel, which it pre- 
tends to defend.” 

Each of the propositions is support- 
ed with such ability, intrepidity and 
eloquence, as will secure to the ora- 
tor immortal fame. 

Our extracts will be taken from 
what is said in support of the third 
proposition. After mentioning the de- 
populating, debasing, and demoraliz- 
ing influence of the tribunal in Spain, 
anda number of the most eminent 
characters, which had been destroyed 
by it, he adds— 

**[_ should be too prolix, were I to 
present to the Congress the immense 
catalogue of men of learning and eru- 
dition, which the tribunal has sacri- 
ficed to itsfury. Its atrocious and des- 
potic proceeding causes horror. And 
is it possible that so monstrous an es- 
tablishment has been suffered hither- 
to to exist, under pretext of religion? 
And is it possible that there are still 
those, who sigh to offer adoration and 
perfume to this golden calf? Philoso- 
phers, divines, historians, statesmen, 
politicians, orators, poets, mechanics, 
artists, the merchant, and even the 
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simple labourer, the prop and princi- 
pal support of the state, have not es- 
caped its rod ofiron. In a word, men 
and women, rich and poor, wise and 
ignorant, innocent and guilty, every 
order of men, has this tribunal af- 
frighted with the terror of its power. 

“Every page of the New Testa- 
ment breathes meckness, peace, and 
charity, pity and compassion, whick 
are the appropriate characters of our 
religion; of thgt religion so holy, so 
august, sodivine; which neither flesh 
nor blood could have revealed, and 
none but our hexvenly Father. 

“Every document which our divine 
Founder gave us, tends to exercise in 
christians the principles of eternal 
charity. Not one inclines to rigor, 
nor coercion, nor violence, much less 
cruelty, which would be far toreign 
to the Celestial Shepherd, who came 
to save the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. The power of his grace at- 
tracted disciples, the example of his 
continual charity preserved them, 
This religion reproves violence and 
persecution, detests coercion and in- 
humanity. 

“The Inquisition not only carries 
off, by violence, the parishioners from 
a bishoprick, whether laymen, eccle- 
Siastics, or curates, without making 
the least account of the bishop, but 
even tears the bishops themselves 
from their flocks, like a hungry and 
ravenous wolf, which after destroying 
and devouring the sheep, falls on the 
shepherd and carries him off. 

**A commissary of the Holy Office, 
accompanied by his officers, is au- 
thorized to enter houses with impuni- 
ty, although at midnight, with myste- 
rious silence, and tear the father trom 
the bosom of his family, struck with 
panic fear; for not even is he permit- 
ted to say a last adieu to his spouse 
and children—condemned to eternal 
infamy, the only patrimony this 
wretched father can transmit to his 
posterity. Whole generations, pre- 
vious tu their existence, are sentenced 
thus, not only to poverty and mendici- 
ty, but also to ignominy and opprobri- 
um. 

“Thus does the Inquisition, at one 
blow, deprive society of useful and la- 
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borious citizens, and bury them in 
infectious dungeons. It has even in- 
vented more. In the edict which is 
termed the “edict of faith,” promul- 
gated yearly among every people, 
where this exotic tribunal resides, all 
those who may be apprehensive of be- 
ing denounced by others, are gener- 
ally invited to come forward, and ac- 
cuse themselves. To those whoobey 
within a certain space of time, pardon 
is promised; but to those who resist, 
no mercy will be shown. They will 
be arrested, their property confiscat- 
ed, and they will suffer besides all 
the penalties of the law.—Such im- 
pressions did this infernal invention, 
supported by rigor and despotism, 
make on the minds of the Spaniards, 
that in less than forty years, in Anda- 
lusia alone, near thirty thousand peo- 
ple came forward voluntarily, to de- 
nounce themselves, and many of them, 
to accuse themselves of crimes, which 
they neither understood, nor could 
commit; such as sorcery, witchcraft, 
contact with the devil, and otier 
such ridiculous absurdities, with 
which the simple vuigar have been so 
grossly imposed upon. Where are 
we, sire? How long are we to remain 
the scoff and ludibrium of nations? 
Unhappy mankind! that is ever expos- 
ed tothe caprice of despotism and 
error? Let these iniquitous proceed- 
ings be now compared with the arti- 
ele of the constitution already quoted; 
let a parallel be drawn between the 
two legislations, whilst I pass on to de- 
scribe, if possible, the kind of tor- 
ment, which the tribunal has employ- 
ed in the confession of the guilty, 
either actual or imaginary; and af- 
terwards examine, whether they can 
be combined with the maxims of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Here a new 
scene of horror presents itself, which 
offers violence to christian ears.—I 
will fancy myself viewing the most 
obstinate heretic, the most daring 
apostate, or the most rebellious Jew, 
He has either confessed or is convict. 
ed. In the first case, after a thousand 
Mysterious questions, sentence is 
passed on him. But in the second, 
besides confinement in the most ob- 
secure dungeons, bereft of all human 


consolation, torments are employed 
on him, to extort confessions so hor- 
rible, that human nature shudders at 
them. A pulley hung from the roof, 
through which a strong rope is pass~- 
ed, is the first spectacle which pre- 
sents itself to the eyes of the unhap- 
py man. The ministers of the Inqui- 
sition load him with chains, tie to his 
ancles one hundred pounds of iron; 
they turn in his arms on his back, and 
bind them with a cord; they manacle 
his wrists with a thong, they hoist 
him aloft, and Jet him fall violently 
and with a jerk twelve times; which 
is sufficient to dislocate the most ro- 
bust frame. But if he still does not 
confess what the Inquisitors require, 
the tortures of the rack await him, 
where, bound by the fect and hands, 
the wretched victim sustains eight 
blows; and if he still maintains his in- 
nocence, they cause him to swallow 
immense quantities of water, to make 
him experience the pains of the 
drowned. But this is not sufficient, 
the bloody scene is at length complet- 
ed by the torments of the brazier, 
where his naked feet, anointed with 
fat, and secured in stocks, are cruelly 
Jried by a slow fire. 1 must at length 
desist, not to scandalize farther those 
who hearme. My pen resists those 
horrible descriptions, which can only 
be compared to the feasts of the An- 
thropophagi, or the cannibals of the 
south. 

*‘Rome, the famous Rome, accus- 
tomed in the days of her greatest re- 
laxation to the most cruel spectacles, 
in the sanguinary combats of the Gla- 
diators, shuddered at the punishment 
of the donfire, as the most horrible of 
all. But the Holy Office is horrorized 
at nothing, when treating of heri- 
tics. And should they be Yews, sure 
they were of the bonfire. “Give me a 
Few, and I will return him to you 
roasted,” Was the barbarous phrase, 
which the inhuman Lucero Inquisi- 
tor of Cordova had incessantly in his 
mouth. 

“I must not omit, sire, that its au- 
thority extends even to the regions of 
the dead. How often has it not or- 

dered the sepulchre to be excavated. 
to unbury the skeletons of those whom 
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it has suspected-to have died in her- 
esy, to throw them into the flames! 
Mournful relicks of tne human lineage! 
Lamentable trophies of death! Re- 
spectable shades of those who perhaps 
have passed to another life in inno- 
cense, the victims of calumny, rancor, 
or revenge!” 

From these few extracts, our read- 
ers will be able to form some idea of 
the ability and spirit of, perhaps, one 
of the most interesting speeches, 
which has ever been pronounced by 
man. If it be thought proper to pre- 
serve the speeches of conquerors, who 
have deluged countries with human 
blood, what is due to a speech, which 
has freed ten millions of our brethren 
from the terrors of the most frightful 
tribunal that ever existed in our world? 
What were the conquests of dlexan- 
der, compared with the conquests of 
Ruiz pe Papron! A man who has 
thus exposed his property, his charac- 
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ter, and his life, to free his countrymen 
from the most oppressive and debas- 
ing ecclesiastical tyranny; and has by 
the powers of reasoning and eloquence, 
overcome habits and prejudices, 
which had for ages been gaining 
strength, deserves the admiration and 
applause of all mankind. If we consi- 
der the peril of the enterprise, the 
difficulties to be encountered, the 
means employed, the intrepidity dis- 
played, the success of the effort, and 
the importance of the result, history 
can hardly furnish another example 
of equal splendor. 

The obliging translator will accept 
our cordial thanks for the loan of the 
manuscript; and our readers will ex- 
cuse the omission of other articles of 
intelligence, to give place to a more 
full exhibition of the importance of an 
event, which must fill the christian 
world with joy. 
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New Publications. 


Two sermons on infidelity, deliv- 
ered October 24, 1813. By William 
Ellery Channing, minister of the 
church in Federal street, Boston. Bos- 
ton, Cummings & Hilliard. 

[Some extracts from these sermons 
are omitted, to give place to original 
communications. | 

Review of a book, entitled, “The 
grounds of Christianity examined, by 
comparing the New Testament with 
the Old. By George Bethune En- 
glish, a. m.”? By Samuel Cary, one of 


the ministers of the chapel, Boston. 
Boston, I. Thomas, jun. 

Evangelical History; or a narrative 
of the life, doctrines, and miracles of 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, and of his apostles} contain- 
ing the Four Gospels and the Acts: 
with a general introduction, giving a 
concise view of the leading arguments 
in favor of the divine origin of Chris- 
tianity; prefatory remarks to each 
book; and notes, critical and explan- 
atory. By Alden Bradford.  Bos- 
ton, Bradford & Read. 


a 


Ordination. 


Decemeber 8, 1813, Rev. Francis 
Parkman, as Pastor of the New North 
Religious Society, in Boston. Intro- 
ductory prayer by Rev. Mr. Lowell. 
Sermon by Rey. Mr. Channing. Or- 


daining prayer by Rev. Dr. Kirkland. 
Charge by Rev. Dr. Lathrop. Right 
Hand by Rev Mr. Tuckerman, of 
Chelsea. Concluding prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Hurd, of Lynn. 





Candidates for the ministry in Cambridge and its vicinity. 


Rev. Mr Leonard, Boston. 
Mr. William Popkin, Malden, 
Mr. Samuel Sewall, Cambridge. 
Mr. John White, do. 

Mr. Joseph Field, Boston. 


Mr. Timothy Hilliard, Cambridge. 
Mr. Lemuel Capen, do. 

Mr. John E. Abbot, Boston. 

Mr, Joseph Haven, Cambridge, 
Mr. David Damon, do. 





